
MESSAGE OF THE SCYL NATIONAL SECRETARIAT

My fellow compatriots

In the past 5 years, we have been thinking of making this address. It has 
been  a  thought  locked  in  the  inter-phase  of  contemplation  in  which 
several  factors  had  to  be  carefully  considered.  We  have  weighed  the 
options and decided it was time to speak directly and frankly to our people 
about the difficulties ahead and the opportunities our resilience can bear 
for a long time coming. This message is not impregnated with pleasantries 
or  gloom. It  is  one from a generation most  affected by fifty  years of 
occupation. Fifty years of occupation that has created antipathy, morally 
bankrupted a huge section of our populace, breadth naivety but has also 
produce a generation of men and women who have refused to settle for 
anything less than total victory against the dark forces of occupation. It is 
also  a  toxic  mixture  that  has  engendered  antagonism  and  erected 
institutional frameworks that have benefited the brutal Yaoundé regime. 
The  Southern  Cameroons  Youth  League  will  stay  true  to  its  principles 
despite  the  glimmer  of  hope that  intermittently  lights  a  distant  tunnel 
mined with deceit and manipulation

Fellow compatriots:

For the last fifty years, our land has been occupied, our laws imposed, our 
institutions dismantled, others left to decay or transformed into military 
bases to facilitate the occupation of our country. Despite our pragmatism, 
we have been demonised by the perpetrator; stereotypes used to diminish 
our humanity and finally we have been made less human to hasten our 
annihilation.  Our  land  has  been  used  to  test  foreign  doctrines  and 
philosophies,  entire  villages  wiped  out  by  degenerates,  policies  of 
deprivation and our population has slowly been strangled out of existence. 
The world has maintained a mute indifference as the candle of hope burns 
out leaving behind a shimmer of dark and bleak destiny for our country. 
Yet, abandoned to decide our fate, our people have stood the test of time 
even though greatly outnumbered and under resourced. On the same spot 
that former patriots were murdered, the Fai Lawrence rose up to say no to 
the  occupation  of  our  land.  Yaounde  responded  with  more  brutality; 
sexual violence as a weapon to maintain subjugation, torture as a method 
to terrify  our people; extra-judicial  killings as a warning to those who 
refuse to give up. This has become the policy norms and structural tools 
of  the  occupier.  Yaounde  has  recruited  amongst  our  people  agents  of 
deceit and manipulation to stall our struggle. Its media (CRTV) has been 
transformed from a source of education and information into a Hutu like 
manipulative  mouth  piece  to  re-enforce  the  stereotypes,  stigma  and 
dehumanisation  process.  Indeed  it  feels  chokingly  real  to  feel 
overwhelmed by these machinations hatched in the corridors of power in 
Yaounde. 

At the dawn of this decade, Justice Alobwede Ebong, HRH Chief Ayamba 
and members of the SCYL in a daring move of courage briefly took over 
radio Buea and proclaimed the independence of the Federal Democratic 
Republic of Southern Cameroons. Though they spent close to 18 months 



in jail, it was an act of courage and defiance whose impact is still being 
felt today. 

At the beginning of this decade, there were running battles between our 
people  and  the  dogs  of  war  exported  from  Yaounde  to  hold  our 
independence at bay. SCNC activists defied the odds in Kumbo, Bamenda, 
Mamfe, Victoria, K-Town, Tiko, Mutengene and other parts of our territory 
to celebrate October 1. Though many were shot and killed they never 
relented.

After two years of careful preparation and inside repositioning the National 
Chairman of the SCYL was whisked from the maximum security prison in 
Yaounde and moved by SCYL activists into Nigeria. Like in 1997, SCYL 
members demonstrated their determination in the act of self-defence to 
defend our land and its leadership.

The last decade also saw the admission of the Southern Cameroons into 
the  Unrepresented  Nations  and  Peoples  Organisation  (UNPO),  several 
depositions at ECOSOC. For the first time Yaounde was forced to respond 
to queries from quasi  judicial  bodies about its policies in the Southern 
Cameroons.  From  individual  communications  at  the  Human  Rights 
Committee through the state reporting mechanism, the junta was caught 
for the first time in the dock defending its bestiality.

The hallmark of these defences was to respond to complains brought in-
front of the African Commission on Human and Peoples Right. The myth 
around  Yaounde’s  invincibility  and  arrogance  was  laid  bare  and  its 
systemic impunity exposed. It then resorted to bribery in an attempt to 
hoodwink  the  process.  By  recruiting  other  Southern  Cameroonians 
purporting to represent the SCNC as its key witness, the junta once more 
exposed  itself  as  a  manipulative  and  untrustworthy  occupier  whose 
argument of legal right of occupation could not be relied on.

The last decade was one of the most eventful decades in terms of activism 
in the Diaspora. From Brussels to Washington, London to Paris, Den Haag 
to Berlin, our people defied the regime and brought for the first time to 
public awareness the plight of our people.

The decade began on a high note and ended on an even higher note with 
the African Commission’s verdict on Communication 266/03 brought by 
Dr. Gumne of SCAPO and his SCNC colleagues.

These were the activities that can be reported. There were other high 
points even more significant which Yaounde is informed about and which 
our people and the world will know in due course. The last decade has 
been one of triumph to our people. 

Despite these successes, one generation still suggest we should go down 
on our knees to hand over our last piece of treasure and accept the status 
quo on the terms of the occupier. Another generation suggest the contrary 
and prescribes resistance against what it terms - a belated, disorganised 
and weak regime. 



This is the point of deadlock. Can we be united to withstand this winter 
storm that currently engulfs our land?

We want our people to know that unity at this juncture of our struggle is 
nearly  impossible.  By unity  we mean a  unified front  of  all  the  groups 
under a common leadership. This is practically impossible and the SCYL 
announces this with sadness to our people. For the past six years, there 
have been intense initiatives  to  achieve  this  elusive  goal.  It  has  been 
impossible for three reasons; 

The  first  and  most  important  is  a  lack  of  in-depth  understanding  and 
appreciation of the socio-economic and political dynamics that inform the 
policy of occupation of our land. Such an understanding will make various 
leaders to understand the seriousness and geopolitical interest that this 
occupation serves. Such an understanding will also shape our policy and 
increase our level of sacrifice for our country. A lack of this understanding 
has meant reactionary rather than proactive policies; shaky stance in the 
face of perceived opportunities and has increased competition amongst 
different individuals in the face of such deceitful opportunities. These are 
intractable differences that have been imposed on us by the francophone 
system and whose impact is far reaching. Unity will come at some stage 
of our struggle. And that stage will be determined by happenings on the 
streets  of  our  country;  not  by  the  UN,  UNPO,  ACHPR  or  any  foreign 
jurisdiction of adjudication. There will be practical areas of cooperation for 
ADHOC programs between the different groups and we will  always use 
these areas to advance the possibility for further cooperation. The SCYL 
continues to explore with other patriots those avenues of cooperation that 
can enhance our struggle 
 
On the issue of a name for our country, our position remains unchanged. 
There should be no doubt in the minds of our people that the new nation 
shall Not be called the Southern Cameroons. The reason has nothing to do 
with  the  toxic  nature  of  the  hybrid  word  Cameroon,  its  conception  as 
foreign and the confusion it might generate with the prefix Southern. The 
reason is that we need a name of our country - An indigenous name that 
makes  us  unique  and  distinct  from La  Republique  du  Cameroun.  The 
timing of that name is as relevant as the name change itself. In late 1996, 
the SCYL adopted a name which we intended to proclaim in May of 1997. 
Events overtook us and we had to stall the process. That name will remain 
in cap as other issues surrounding the proclamation period. In late 2003, 
the  SCYL  within  the  Interim  government  adopted  another  name  for 
proclamation. It could not be proclaimed because of events inconsistent 
with laid down plans. The SCYL in a coalition will suggest the proclamation 
of an adopted name if there is a conference that brings everyone together 
to adopt a common agenda under a unified leadership. This is the only 
time we will go for a new name in conjunction with other insignias. The 
time is not ripe yet when we do not control even one meter of our land. 
The SCYL in a coalition or unilaterally will proclaim a new name when we 
are able to hold for even one hour a piece of land where we can hoist our 



flag. Without these two conditions, the SCYL will continue to use the name 
Southern Cameroons.

The  third  issue  worth  talking  about  is  the  outcome  of  Banjul.  We 
congratulate  SCNC  and  SCAPO for  this  victory.  It  couldn’t  have  been 
possible without the brilliance of Prof Carlson Anyangwe. Those who made 
their widows mite donations were also part of this victory. The SCYL has 
maintained from the moment we received the verdict that SCAPO and the 
SCNC alone will decide what to do with the victory. It can learn from the 
lessons  of  the  Bamenda  High  Court  victory  by  Ambazonia,  the  Abuja 
federal High court victory and the admission of the Southern Cameroons 
into UNPO. There are valuable lessons it can draw from these victories. 
But any decision SCAPO, SCNC and its allies take, they should understand 
that it will only make sense on the ground and those who will decide how 
that ground is shaped are the ordinary patriot volunteer.

As for dialogue or negotiations with Yaounde, the SCYL’s position remains 
unchanged. We will not talk with butchers who continue to detain, arrest, 
torture and murder our people. It is not an act of intransigence; but one 
borne of experience and careful analysis of the regime that has been in 
Yaoundé  for  27  years.  Yaoundé  does  not  understand  negotiations.  It 
equates  it  to  capitulation  and  legitimisation.  As  far  as  the  SCYL  is 
concerned, we are bent on victory. Yaoundé must release unconditionally 
all  Southern  Cameroonians  captives  especially;  Justice  Mbuh,  Edwin 
Jumven, Ngek Simon and all the others in its jails. We will not sit with 
annexationist under an agenda, the African commission calls constitutional 
talks and that equates independence to autonomy. We have been treated 
for fifty years like scams and beggars; we have been disenfranchised and 
traumatised that sharing a common territorial area with these butchers is 
a source of unending conflict.

Fellow compatriots,

The  SCYL  has  declared  that  Paul  Biya  should  be  charged  for  Crimes 
against  humanity  for  ordering,  condoning,  abetteing  and  aiding  the 
commission of systemic torture in our land and in advancing its policy of 
territorial aggrandisement.  His accomplices in our land; from Oben Peter 
Ashu (for  acts  committed  in  Ndu,  Victoria  and Buea university),  Peter 
Agbor Tabi (for acts committed against our people in the university of 
Yaounde), Petter Abety (for acts committed in Bamenda), Simon Achidi 
Achu  (for  ordering  gendarmes  to  torture  our  people  in  Santa  and 
Bamenda) and other low key officials who in one way or the other have 
targeted our people through restorative or retributive justice. The SCYL 
will  publish  the  names  and  photos  of  other  collaborators  and  those 
whether in the territory or in the Diaspora who have and continue to aid, 
promote  and  advance  those  policies  of  the  occupier  that  have  been 
responsible  for  economic  stagnation,  social  degradation  and  the  high 
death rate being experience in most parts of our country.



Fellow compatriots,

Today, most of you followed Paul Biya’s speech which he has constantly 
produced  in  the  last  27  years.  In  line  with  the  provocation  by  Issa 
Tchiroma  on  October  1,  2009,  Biya  declared  and  affirmed  the 
independence  of  the  state  of  La  Republique  du  Cameroun  and  his 
intentions  to  celebrate  including  in  our  land  its  50th independence 
anniversary of its military. He also declared his intentions of celebrating in 
2011  the  50th anniversary  of  the  occupation  of  our  land.  The  SCYL 
declares unequivocally that such celebration in our land will be considered 
as the policy of occupation and act of war which we will respond to. The 
SCYL will  issue a formal respond to all  these acts  after  its  conference 
billed for Europe in the coming months.

Fellow citizens,

We will defeat LRC. To be independent has never been an easy project. 
Hundreds of thousands of  people have died for this lofty goal.  Millions 
more continue to suffer across the world just to have a country of their 
own, a flag to pay allegiance to and a passport that bears their identity. 
For the SCYL it means to learn from those who have proceeded us, and to 
act with due concern for those who will follow us. To be independent is not 
to always win. It is to move forward despite the obstacles. We were all 
born  with  the  potential  to  be  free.  The  path  we  choose  today,  shall 
determine the opportunities and obstacles of tomorrow. The SCYL calls on 
our  people  to  lend  it  its  support.  We made  this  appeal  private  seven 
months  ago.  The  respond  has  been  massive.  There  is  a  gathering 
momentum in the back ground to generate the resources. We need the 
resources  to  hold  our  ground  and  make  the  legitimisation  process  by 
Yaoundé programmed in our land in the coming year a futile process.

With your financial commitment, we will be able to dare and prosecute the 
independence  campaign  without  being bugged down by the  agenda of 
large donors. It is only through your monthly donation that we will be able 
to respond to Yaounde with the same determination and courage which 
have been the hallmark of our fifteen years of existence. We’ve facilitated 
donation methods through our fund-raising project website. The website 
address is: www.southerncameroonsprojects-funding.org. 

Happy New Year 2010.

God bless you all and God bless the Southern Cameroons

Ayaba Cho Lucas 
SCYL Secretary General

http://www.southerncameroonsprojects-funding.org/

