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SOUTHERN CAMEROONS MISSION TO ADDIS ABABA 
 

END-OF�MISSION REPORT 
 
 
 
 
INTRODUCTORY 
  
The Southern Cameroons Mission to Addis Ababa was given a two-fold assignment. 
 

- To counter with the last ounce of vigour the Agenda item proposed by 
LRC to be  put on the AU Summit programme on the Bakassi dispute as a 
model for peaceful settlement of conflicts in Africa. 

 
 
-  To place the BP on Notice concerning the fact that there is an 

international boundary separating the territory of the Southern Cameroons 
from that of La Republique du Cameroun.  

. 
The RG already put out an official statement on the Agenda Item. The present 
report will therefore confine itself to the 2nd assignment namely, Southern 
Cameroon�s NOTICE TO THE AU BORDER PROGRAMME  
 
The original plan for the Mission was to send a delegation of 3 people.   Finally it was 
the fall-back position (of 2 persons) which prevailed. The 2-man delegation 
comprised Mola Njo Litumbe from Buea and Ba Nkom A.F Ndangam from 
Bamenda.  
 
Despite visa difficulties, which made it impossible for the delegation to arrive Addis 
according to plan, measures were taken through DHL and other means of circulation 
to ensure that our Resolution 014/2008 got to Addis and other AU organs on time. 
These Resolutions were already made public alongside RG statement.  LRC�s 
proposed Agenda was struck off from the Agenda of the conference from the PRC to 
the Heads of States Summit, thank God. 
  
Ethiopia has no diplomatic presence in Cameroon and visa applications are cleared 
directly from Addis.  LRC has a diplomatic mission in Addis.  So do all African 
countries.  These are the Permanent Representatives accredited to the AU.  
  
Before the departure of the delegation from home, everything had been done to 
procure authenticated copies of the Eastern border Treaties and maps without 
success.  SCAPO sources had all the required Treaties but we needed authenticated 
copies if we could get those. What was rushed in after the delegation was already in 
Addis for 4 days had been procured by patriotic compatriots (at as yet undisclosed 
personal expense) but these were Treaties separating British spheres in West Africa 
from those of the French and the other was Anglo-German Treaty, which is of 
interest to the Southern Cameroon only in so far as it demarcates Southern 
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Cameroon�s boundary with Nigeria.  Presently this Western border with Nigeria has 
no problem.  Nevertheless, to all who sacrificed time and money to procure these 
copies for the struggle, we say THANK YOU in the name of all of us FOR THE 
EFFORT. 
 
 
ADDIS ABABA  
 
Addis presently passes as the African Capital or capital of Africa due to its historical, 
diplomatic and political significance on the continent.  It is the Headquarters of the 
AU. 
 
The delegation spent Thursday 12 February and Friday 13 February making 
presentations at the AU Headquarters and at various Embassies. 
 
 
PRESENTATIONS 

 . 
Our contacts, talks held, and the assignment given to us were carried out at 3 levels: 
 
At the level of the AU itself:  
  
On February 12, we were at the AU Headquarters and registered the prepared 
document at the Registry of the AU (Ref. No. 533 of 12 February 2009).  We then 
moved to key departments of the AU notably, the Peace and Security Department 
and Conflict Management, where we also handed copies and held talks with key 
officials. 
 
At the level of Embassies accredited to the AU: 
  
This was the most difficult part of the work because the various Embassies are 
scattered in different parts of the city.  The taxi we hired to take us round was driven 
by a well-trained driver with excellent professional skills but who did not himself know 
exact locations of Embassies in that vast city, and kept finding out this information 
from others by cell phone from time to time as he drove.  The outcome of this 
situation is that for the most part the Embassies we visited were not a pre-selection, 
but simply those we stumbled on while searching for the next one. 
 
AU has 53 member-states and we needed 2-3 days to accomplish the work at this 
level.  In all we did 18 Embassies either by physical contact (7) or via DHL (11).  
These were the Embassies of Liberia, Mozambique, Sierra Leone, Libya, Ghana, 
Namibia, Nigeria, Sudan, Swaziland, Uganda, South Africa, Kenya, Zambia, 
Tanzania, E. Guinea, Zimbabwe and Rwanda. 
 
At the level of experts, facilitators and participants:  
 
Soft copies of the document have been sent to individuals in this group (130 of them 
from various Member States of the AU) 
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Interactions and reactions 
 
In our contacts and discussions with the different officials, reactions varied. There 
were diplomats who confessed that all along they had taken Cameroon to be entirely 
a francophone country and the background to our matter was helping to remove the 
scales from their eyes. There were those who, as expected, said that they will 
forward our matter to their government at the earliest departure of their diplomatic 
mail bag, and those who promptly understood in what direction our matter was 
heading and cut us short to assure us of their understanding and support by asking, 
�What new name have you selected for the new country�? 
 
 
Content and follow-up activities  
 
The document presented on behalf of the Southern Cameroons is in 3 parts: 

- Resolution BSC/RG/015/2009 
- Appendices (Treaties and maps) 
- Summary of what Southern Cameroon wants. 

 
We have written a follow-up proposal to members of the PRC (i.e. the Embassies) 
that we contacted suggesting the role, which their respective governments can play 
in the Southern Cameroons Border dispute with LRC.  
 
 
Financial report 
 
a) Income: Contribution from RG                                              425.335 CFA 
  
b) Expenditure: 2 economy tickets plus sundry                      1.506.600 CFA  
 
Balance of Expenditure over Income: 1,506,600 - 425.335 = 1.081.265 CFA    
 
We draw attention to this outstanding debt of 1.081.265 million which we urgently 
need to level up on the SC Mission to Addis.  Those who are persuaded to stand up 
on this should send in their contribution to Mola in Buea, Tel: 75 17 05 06.  E-mail: 
n_litumbe@yahoo.com or to Ba Nkom in Bamenda.  Tel: (237) 77 49 23 52 � E-mail: 
ndangamsenior@yahoo.com using MoneyGramm, Western Union, or MoneyLine. 
Please send contribution to one person. Write to both addresses. 
                                                  
 
Recommendations 

 
1. We recommend that right away, we arrange for contributions towards the 

Border Programme. We should see the possibility of an invitation being 
extended for Southern Cameroons to attend the next (or future) BP meetings 
and start preparing right away. Even if we are not invited there is still a 1.081 
million debt to be cleared on this mission. 
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2. We also recommend that we prepare future follow-up missions to Addis to 

deepen the contacts we have made and possibly find an ally country that can 
take up our case within AU organs and during AU meetings. 

 
3. That SCNC and SCAPO have each taken their stand behind the Restoration 

Government is a good thing for the struggle. However, the present 
arrangement requires that all official announcements concerning a mission 
sent in the name of the Southern Cameroon be made by the RG (not 
individuals) and we so recommend. 

 
4. Should the occasion arise for another Mission in connection      with the 

Border Programme, we recommend that from the SCNC Chief Ayamba 
himself (or someone nominated by him) should go from the SCNC.  

 
5. We recommend that  Resolution 014/2008 and Resolution BSC/RG/015/2009 

should on no account be sold in bars or news stands and no part of the 
document titled NOTICE TO THE AU BORDER PROGRAMME be 
disseminated  without the prior approval / permission of the RG. 

 
 
Concluding remarks 
 
Our resolution 014/2009 arrived at Addis Ababa on time and its impact countered the 
colonial plans of La Republique du Cameroun.  The Agenda item was deleted from 
the programme of the AU meeting. 
 
With the Border Programme we have apparently opened an important door to our 
struggle. We have keyed in from the angle of AU�s Constitutive Act, UN principles, 
and the International law.  It is a powerful thrust indeed, but we caution against flying 
to hasty conclusions.  It is likely that we have at long last cornered LRC. However, 
we must wait for developments at Brazzaville next month and in the months ahead. 
 
May God bless and prosper the Southern Cameroons 
 
  Mola and Ba Nkom  
 Addis Ababa, 14th February 2009  
 


