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INTRODUCTION 
 
The story of the Southern Cameroons is one of the most intriguing and unjust in modern history. 
It is the story of how "independence by joining" became "slavery by joining". It is the story of a 
territory that was nursed by both the League of Nations Mandate System and the United Nations 
(UN) Trusteeship System for independence, and which rose to a self-governing status, established 
solid democratic and state institutions of its own, and then at the moment of its independence, 
lost everything and became a colony of a totally new colonial master who treated the people of the 
Southern Cameroons and their property worse than any colonial master before them. 
This new and destructive bondage came upon the people of the Southern Cameroons through a 
United Kingdom (UK) initiative. The UK, instead of giving independence directly to the people of 
the Southern Cameroons as directed by law, arbitrarily decided to attach Southern Cameroons to 
a neighboring French dependency, La Republique du Cameroun (LRC)/Republic of Cameroun. 
This action by the British Administering Authority eventually led to the colonization of Southern 
Cameroons by France through La Republique du Cameroun, a country far behind Southern 
Cameroons in terms of freedom, independence preparedness, and democratic culture and was at 
war with itself at the time the UN discussions on the future of the Southern Cameroons.  If there 
ever was one Trust Territory that fulfilled the necessary conditions for sovereign independence by 
virtue of its preparedness through state institutions, democratic maturity, constitutional 
government and stability, it was the Southern Cameroons.  In fact, the Southern Cameroons was 
the first African country to organize free and fair elections and peacefully transferred power to the 
challenger before 1960, a feat few African countries, including La Republique du Cameroun have 
been able to duplicate almost half a century later. 
 
By imposing "independence by joining" either Nigeria or La Republique du Cameroun on 
Southern Cameroons, the Administering Authority, UK violated the terms, practice and purpose 
of the Trusteeship Agreements (article 76 B of UN Charter). In going along with this violation, the 
UN did not make clear what type of a union it envisioned.  Was it an inter-parliamentary union, a 
confederation, or what? And how will this "joining" secure the independence, which the people of 
Southern Cameroons, were asked to vote for? The British and/or the UN never addressed one of 
these vital issues. 
 
The illegal act of "joining" brought two peoples together who did not and do not speak the same 
language, who do not have the same state-culture, who do not have the same way of life, and who 
do not have the same political values; in short, it brought together two peoples whose core values 
are strangers to each other. Worse yet, even the "joining" process itself was abandoned, never 
resumed and never completed, given the non-implementation of paragraph 5 of UNGA 
Resolution 1608 (XV) of 21 April 1961. 
 
According to UN Charter and practice, independence and sovereignty follow self-government. 
This sequence was aborted in the case of the Southern Cameroons despite its exemplary history of 
self-government from 1954 to 1961, and despite a UN vote of 21 April 1961, which heavily favored 
independence for the territory.  Neither the UN nor the UK said then or now who will enforce the 
terms of the "joining" imposed on the Southern Cameroons.  What would happen if 
"independence by joining" failed? How would disputes between the two equal partners be 
resolved?  In short, "independence by joining" turned out to be an illegal process of abandoning a 
smaller but more democratic and more stable state to the mercy of a bigger but more backward, 
violent and actually dependent one. 
 
Naturally the designers of "independence by joining" would become competent arbitrators in case 
of conflict; however the UK and the UN have simply stood by and watched while France and her 
surrogate, La Republique du Cameroun reversed the de-colonization process in the Southern 
Cameroons. What kind of "independence" could any people attain, not by becoming sovereign like 
all other independent states, but by becoming something less than sovereign? The process has 
reduced Southern Cameroons to a status inferior to that which she had enjoyed as a Trust 
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Territory and as a self-governing State within Nigeria. The "independence by joining" now stands 
exposed as nothing but the complete reversal of the very purpose of the Trusteeship Agreements. 
These facts make the Southern Cameroons the greatest colonization story in modern times under 
the cover of the United Nations! The country remains the last colony on the African continent, 
suffering acts as heinous and barbaric as the cruder colonization schemes of the 20th century but 
only more intractable. It is a subtle, clandestine and sophisticated colonization.  The universal 
ban on colonization and domination of one people by another seems to have protected all peoples 
except the peoples of Southern Cameroons. 
 
HISTORICAL FACTS 
 
1. The Southern Cameroons is the territory formerly known as the British Southern 
Cameroons. Naturally, its official language, and its educational and legal systems are English. It is 
bordered to the West and North by the Federal Republic of Nigeria; to the East by La Republique 
du Cameroun, and to the South by the Atlantic Ocean and Equatorial Guinea (see attached map). 
It has a surface area of 43,000 sq. km and a population of more than four (4) million people, 
making it more populated than thirty-two (32) countries that are full members of the United 
Nations. Its natural resources include crude oil, timber, coffee, cocoa, tea, bananas, oil palm, 
wildlife, fish, tropical forest, and medicinal plants. 
 
2. The British ruled the Southern Cameroons from 1858 to 1888 when it was ceded to 
Germany and incorporated into German's colonial territory of Kamerun. Soon after the outbreak 
of World War I in 1914, Southern Cameroons again fell to Britain and soon became known as 'the 
British Southern Cameroons'. Britain administered the territory as conquered enemy territory 
until 1922 when it was placed under the League of Nation's Mandates System, and subsequently, 
the UN Trusteeship System in 1946. The British Cameroons in fact comprised two separately 
administered parts, the British Northern Cameroons and the British Southern Cameroons. It was 
in respect of the British Southern Cameroons that the de-colonization process was deeply flawed 
resulting in a denial of the right to independence, thanks to a serious miscarriage of justice, and 
an ongoing great historical wrong. 
 
3. Both Southern Cameroons and La Republique du Cameroun were therefore former 
League of Nations Mandated Territories carved out of the former German Kamerun at the end of 
the First World War. 
 
4. German Kamerun itself included what are now parts of Chad, Central African Republic, 
Northern Nigeria, the Congo and Equatorial Guinea. By the Treaty of Versailles, Germany 
renounced all rights to her former territories and they became a Sacred Trust to be given a new 
destiny by the Allied Powers. 
 
5. When the United Nations was formed, Southern Cameroons became a Category B Trust 
Territory of the United Nations.  The United Kingdom became the Administering Authority over 
the Southern Cameroons. 
 
6. The policy of the United Nations towards Trust Territories was to guide each to 
independence or self-government. This policy was defined in Article 76 (B) of the UN Charter and 
through other UN Resolutions on Trust Territories and non-self governing peoples. Article 76 (B) 
states the goal of the Trusteeship system to be to: 
"Promote the political, economic, social and educational advancement of the inhabitants of the 
Trust Territories, and their progressive development towards self-government or independence as 
may be appropriate to the particular circumstances of each territory and its people and freely 
expressed wishes of the people concerned." 
Pursuant to this policy, the UN passed Resolution 224(III) on 18 November 1948 to protect Trust 
Territories from becoming annexed by any neighboring States. In defining the terms for any 
union between a Trust Territory and any neighboring state, the Resolution states that: 
"Such a union must remain strictly administrative in its nature and its scope, and its operation 
must not have the effect of creating any conditions which will obstruct the separate development 
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of the Trust Territory, in the fields of political, economic, social and educational advancement, as 
a distinct entity.” 
 
7. Towards the late 1950s, agitation for independence in Africa intensified.  French 
Cameroons achieved "independence" on 1st January 1960 and assumed the name La Republique 
du Cameroun (LRC)/The Republic of Cameroon.  Ahmadou Ahidjo became its first President in 
May 1960. 
 
8. On October 1, 1960, Nigeria attained independence. The Southern Cameroons, hitherto 
administered by Britain as part of Nigeria, 'for administrative convenience', separated from that 
country. Having gained self-governing status since 1954, Southern Cameroons became the only 
territory between Nigeria and La Republique du Cameroun whose independence remained 
unresolved. 
 
9. In August 1959, the British Administering Authority organized a conference in Mamfe, at 
the request of the UN, to get consensus on how the people of Southern Cameroons wanted to gain 
independence.  The British Commissioner for the Southern Cameroons invited all opinion leaders 
in the Southern Cameroons to a conference in Mamfe. Of forty-five (45) attendees at the 
conference, eleven (11) voted for union with Nigeria or LRC while thirty-four (34) voted for 
independence for the Southern Cameroons.  The British ignored this large majority vote and 
instead recommended to the UN a joining of Southern Cameroons with either Nigeria or La 
Republique du Cameroun. 
 
10. Discussions about Southern Cameroons independence at the UN eventually violated the 
UN charter as well as other UN resolutions regarding the independence of non-self governing 
territories.  In particular, and despite the high political advancement of the Southern Cameroons 
and its peoples, the Administering Authority, (the UK) imposed on the people of Southern 
Cameroons "independence by joining" either the Federation of Nigeria or La Republique du 
Cameroun. 
 
11. The unacceptable prospects of "independence by joining" a neighbor forced Southern 
Cameroons politicians to request an extension of the country's Trusteeship status, an extension 
which would have won time for exploring other solutions.  Despite this endeavor to forestall 
“independence by joining," pressures and maneuvers by the UK prevailed. 
 
12.  On March 13 1959, the UN passed Resolution 1350 which recommended, that the UK 
organize separate plebiscites in the Northern and Southern Cameroons to determine which 
foreign neighbor Southern Cameroons would be forced to "join" in place of her independence. 
 
13. On October 16th 1959, the UN passed Resolution 1352 scheduling the plebiscite in the 
Southern Cameroons for no later than March 1961, and decided that the two plebiscite questions 
be the following: 
(a)   Do you wish to achieve independence by joining the independent Federation of Nigeria? 
(b)   Do you wish to achieve independence by joining the independent Republic of Cameroun? 
These two choices became known as The Two Alternatives. 
 
14. In view of the now-inevitable plebiscite, the UN, passed Resolution 2013 of the 
Trusteeship Council, which invited both Nigeria and the Republic of Cameroun to engage in 
discussions on their respective proposals for the "joining" and to submit them to the United 
Nations. 
 
15. Nigeria presented constitutional guarantees that the Southern Cameroons will remain a 
self-governing region in the Federation of Nigeria.  La Republique du Cameroun did not present 
any constitution. She instead, presented proposals for discussions with the Prime Minister of the 
Southern Cameroons.  The proposals made by La Republique du Cameroun and which J.N. 
Foncha signed for the Southern Cameroons and Ahmadou Ahidjo for LRC were contained in a 
"Joint Communiqué". By a "Note verbal" dated 24th December 1960 to the Administering 



www.SouthernCameroonsIG.org 4

Authority, La Republique du Cameroun requested that the Joint Communiqué be considered its 
final position. In the event that the plebiscite vote went in favor of achieving "independence" by 
joining with LRC, the following would be the terms of the "joining": 
*        The Southern Cameroons and LRC would unite in a new Republic called the Federal United 
Cameroon Republic; 
*        The federation would be made up of the Southern Cameroons and la Republique du 
Cameroun, legally equal in status; 
*        Each federated state would continue to conduct its affairs consistent with its inherited state-
culture, with only a limited number of subject matters (8) conceded to the central government. 
*        The federation would have a bicameral system with a Federal Senate and a Federal National 
Assembly; 
*        Constitutional arrangements would be worked out after the plebiscite by a post-plebiscite 
conference comprising representative delegations of equal status from LRC and Southern 
Cameroons, in association with the United Kingdom and the United Nations; 
*        The constitutional conference would have as its goal the fixing of time limits and conditions 
for the transfer of sovereignty powers to an organization representing the future federation; 
*        Until constitutional arrangements were worked out, the UK would continue to fulfill her 
responsibilities under the Trusteeship Agreements. 
 
16. These representations were attached to and published in 'The Two Alternatives', a booklet 
prepared by the UK Government in pursuance of Resolution 2013 with a view to informing the 
Southern Cameroon electorate of the constitutional implications of the choices offered in the 
plebiscite. The booklet was published just two weeks to the plebiscite, on January 27 1961, leaving 
little time for the largely illiterate population to fully inform itself of its implications. 
 
17.  On 11 February 1961 the UN-organized Plebiscite was held and by a 7: 3 vote the people 
of the Southern Cameroons voted to "achieve independence by joining" La Republique du 
Cameroun. Many observers and commentators have noted that the vote was not a vote to join La 
Republique du Cameroun but a vote against union with Nigeria.  In any case, it must be stressed 
that the Plebiscite vote was a mere Declaration of Intention, a response to the questions asked to 
them in the plebiscite by the UN. The plebiscite vote was not an Act of Union! 
 
18.  On 21 April 1961, the UN General Assembly passed Resolution 1608 (XV). The 
Resolution, among other issues, approved the plebiscite results and set October 1 1961 as the date 
for the termination of the Trusteeship Agreement over Southern Cameroons, and also set the 
same date as Southern Cameroons Independence Day. 
* The vote setting October 1 1961 as the Southern Cameroons INDEPENDENCE DAY went as 
follows: 50 "YES", 2 "NO" and 12 abstentions. 
 
19. In view of the representations by La Republique du Cameroun and the fact that a formal and 
Legal Act of Union was indispensable to bring the two peoples together, paragraph 5 of 
Resolution 1608 (XV) invited "the Administering Authority, the Government of the Southern 
Cameroons and of the Republic of Cameroon to initiate urgent discussions with a view to 
finalizing, before 1 October 1961, the arrangements by which the agreed and declared policies of 
the concerned parties for a union of the Southern Cameroons with the Republic of Cameroun into 
a Federal United Cameroon Republic will be implemented". (As "agreed and declared policies" 
refer to in the terms of the "Joint Communiqué" mentioned above). 
 
20. Paragraph 5 of Resolution 1608 (XV) was never implemented! Its implementation would have 
concretized the intentions of the terms of union expressed in the 'Joint Communiqué', as well as 
the intention of the people of the Southern Cameroons expressed in the plebiscite. After the 
plebiscite, the UK failed to ensure the implementation of the idea of 'independence by joining' it 
had originated and sponsored, perhaps out of annoyance that the Southern Cameroons had voted 
'to join' La Republique du Cameroun and not Nigeria as Britain really wanted. There was no 
follow up to ensure a legal union. The Southern Cameroons was not provided with much needed 
assistance in its dealings with La Republique du Cameroun following the Plebiscite, and even 
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though the Trusteeship Agreement had not been terminated. "The Southern Cameroons and its 
inhabitants are expendable," declared Her Britannic Majesty's Government. 
 
21. Between 17 and 21 July 1961, a meeting was held in Foumban between the Southern 
Cameroons, led by J.N. Foncha, and La Republique du Cameroun, led by Ahmadou Ahidjo. 
Resolution 1608 (XV) required the United Nations and the UK to be key parties to any post-
plebiscite conference holding under the United Nations auspices. The Fumban meeting could not 
therefore be regarded, and was never regarded, as the implementation of Resolution 1608(XV). 
To begin with, the implementation of that Resolution was the duty of the UN.  Further, a key 
party, the UK, designated in paragraph 5 of that Resolution, was absent. At the meeting was 
initiated a preliminary discussion on constitutional arrangements for the would-be association of 
the Southern Cameroons and La Republique du Cameroun in a federal set up. The talks never 
proceeded beyond the stage of broad policy statements and a consensus to pursue discussions in 
subsequent meetings. In the end, the Fumban meeting ended without producing any signed 
document. 
 
22. After the Fumban Conference Ahidjo took advantage of the abandonment of the Southern 
Cameroons by the UK and UN, and with French backing started treating Southern Cameroons as 
a part of his country, La Republique du Cameroun. He produced a privately drafted constitution 
he said was a modified version of his country's existing constitution and imposed it on the 
Southern Cameroons. The said document was approved on 1 September 1961 by La Republique 
du Cameroun's legislature as 'the Constitution of the Federal Republic of Cameroon', even though 
the Southern Cameroons was at that time still a UN Trust Territory administered by the UK and 
even though Ahidjo was the President of a foreign country and his parliament a foreign legislature 
with regard to the Southern Cameroons. By incorporating the Trust Territory of the Southern 
Cameroons in La Republique du Cameroun's amended constitution, Ahidjo and the French in 
effect stole that territory from its people while the UN and the UK conspiratorially turned a blind 
eye. Ahidjo violated international law because he realized the UN and the UK had abandoned the 
Southern Cameroons to itself, and he was thus assured of impunity. 
In his party policy speech at Ebolowa in 1962, Ahidjo confirmed what had taken place in these 
words: "It being unthinkable to tamper with the republican form of the regime, it was the republic 
which had to transform itself into a federation, taking into account the return to it of a part of its 
territory, a part possessing certain special characteristics. The question therefore was not one of 
the birth of a new republic with a federal form". Explaining how he had annexed the Southern 
Cameroons, he said: "We decided to amend the constitution of the 21 of February 1960 for the 
sake of language and cultural differences so that it should become the constitution of the Federal 
Republic of Cameroon." Article 59 of Ahidjo's unilateral constitution States: "This constitution 
shall replace the constitution of the Republic approved on the 21st February 1960 by the people of 
Cameroon; shall come into force on the 1st October 1961; and shall be published in its new form 
in French and English, the French text being authentic.” 
 
23.  Ahidjo's privately made 'federal constitution' was never submitted to the Southern 
Cameroons House of Assembly for ratification nor was it ever ratified by any authority what so 
ever in Southern Cameroons. 
 
24. On 27 September 1961, without informing the authorities of Southern Cameroons, there was 
an Exchange of Notes between the representative of the United Kingdom and Mr. Ahidjo 
providing that the Trusteeship Agreement would terminate at midnight on September 30th 1961, 
and that the Southern Cameroons would join the Republic of Cameroun on October 1 1961 with 
Ahidjo being the President and Foncha the Vice President. 
 
25. On the sudden withdrawal of British troops on September 30th 1961, and without Southern 
Cameroons' own army to defend its territory, the troops of La Republique du Cameroun moved in 
and occupied the territory without the authority of any union treaty signed or formal arrangement 
of any kind. The people of Southern Cameroons thus fell to the French-backed Ahidjo occupation. 
26. By article 1 of Ahidjo's unilateral Federal Constitution, La Republique du Cameroun became 
East Cameroon, and Southern Cameroons became West Cameroon in the new "Federation." 
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27. Contrary to and in violation of the 'Joint Communiqué' providing for a federation of two states 
of EQUAL STATUS, the Senate was never created and Article 16 of the unilateral constitution 
provided for seats in the Federal Assembly on the basis of 1 deputy to 80,000 inhabitants. The 
result was that Southern Cameroons had an inconsequential number of 10 seats while la 
Republique du Cameroun had 40 seats! 
 
28. Article 47 of the unilateral constitution however contained an important safeguard for the 
Southern Cameroons. Article 47(1) States: "No proposal for the revision of the constitution which 
impairs the unity and integrity of the federation shall be admissible." With respect to other issues 
not touching the federal form of the state, the constitution could be revised only if a majority of 
the Southern Cameroon's members voted for a given revision. 
 
29. The "Federation" lasted for only 11 years, a period too short for the people of Southern 
Cameroons to have understood what they were dealing with. In September 1966, barely 5 years 
into the federation and as a prelude to its abolition, Ahidjo abolished the thriving multiparty 
system that existed in the Southern Cameroons and imposed a one-party dictatorship that was 
foreign to the people of the Southern Cameroons. 
 
30. In 1972, using the one-party dictatorship under which no opposition to any government 
decision was allowed, and in violation of Article 47 of his own unilateral constitution, Ahidjo 
decreed a so-called 'referendum' in which not only the people of the Southern Cameroons would 
'vote', but also the people of La Republique du Cameroun who were 4 times more numerous than 
the people of the Southern Cameroons. The purpose of the 'referendum' was ostensibly intended 
to abolish the federation and institute a unitary state.  In effect it formally annexed the Southern 
Cameroons to La Republique du Cameroun, in the manner of Hitler's Germano-Austrian 
Anschloss.  As in communist-style election, Ahidjo reported that 99.99% of the people had voted 
to abolish the Federation! Ahidjo's election result declared that in the two states, only 96 people 
had voted against the abolition of the federation.  In this way Ahidjo annexed the Southern 
Cameroons (the state of west Cameroon) and renamed the forcibly joint territories the 'United 
Republic of Cameroon.' 
 
31. With the abolition of the federation, France and La Republique du Cameroun began a 
convulsive campaign to wipe out the memory of Southern Cameroons: the Southern Cameroons' 
airports and wharfs were shut down; its towns were renamed; its income-generating industries 
were systematically absorbed, ruined or closed down; its electricity plants were closed; its 
government and institutions, including its parliament were abolished; its archives and arts 
objects were carted away or vandalized; Plebiscite Day was renamed Youth Day. The 
dependency of Southern Cameroons and its people on France was instituted as policy directed 
from Paris and executed by fiat in Yaoundé. 
 
32. In 1984, the hand-picked successor to Ahidjo, President Paul Biya, another citizen of La 
Republique du Cameroun, by decree, consolidated the annexation of the Southern Cameroons by 
changing the name of the country from United Republic of Cameroon to La Republique du 
Cameroun, the name by which French Cameroons achieved "independence" on January 1, 1960. 
 
33. For over four decades now, Southern Cameroons protest of its re-colonization has consistently 
been met with typical colonial responses: imprisonment, arrests, severe repression, mayhem, 
Kangaroo trials in the courts of the colonizer, torture, specious accusations of secession and 
hollow propaganda that fails to address itself to a single fact of the case. 
 
THE NATURE OF THE COLONISATION 
 
The colonization of Southern Cameroons by France through La Republique du Cameroun has 
been disguised as one former UN Trust territory "joining" another former UN Trust territory. The 
world has failed to recognize France's illegal colonization for two main reasons. 
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First, France made it a soft colonization (one ruled by Africans rather than by Frenchmen). It 
operates like cancer that eats up its victim from within while carefully concealing the effects from 
onlookers. 
Second, France has exploited inherent name confusion (both of them called "Cameroon"). Many 
mistakenly think that the Southern Cameroons is the southern part of La Republique du 
Cameroun and hence consider this colonial problem as the internal affair of the colonizer, La 
Republique du Cameroun; all the more so as the Southern Cameroons remains relatively 
unknown. The colonization of the Southern Cameroons has taken the following forms: 
 
(1) The complete confiscation of every means of expression from the people of Southern 
Cameroons. 
 
(2) Abolition of the Southern Cameroons Parliament and only voice in the running of State 
affairs; 
 
(3) Confiscation and deprivation of any Radio or Television station for the people of Southern 
Cameroons; 
 
(4) Strict control by the colonial administration of any discussion of the Southern Cameroons 
problem, especially within the territory of the Southern Cameroons; 
 
(5) Undeclared ban on any meeting of Southern Cameroonians in that capacity; 
 
(6) A ban on the celebration of October 1st, Southern Cameroons' Independence 
Day; 
 
(7) Strict control, from the colonial capital in Yaoundé, of any private radio stations operating in 
Southern Cameroons. 
 
(8) Military occupation and policing of the territory of Southern Cameroons. 
"Joining," no matter how it was interpreted, and especially in view of the purpose of the 
Trusteeship System and Resolution 224 (III), was simply an administrative process which could 
not in any way lead to the violation of the territorial integrity of one of the federated states by the 
other federated state. In any federation, each federated state has territorial sovereignty vis-à-vis 
the other federated states! Insistence that the new Federation become a federation of two states of 
EQUAL STATUS emphasized the clear intent that Southern Cameroons was not to surrender its 
sovereignty to La Republique du Cameroun.  This fact explains why the "Joint Communiqué" 
provided that sovereignty would be transferred to a body representing the future federation. It 
also explains why France relied on soft colonization using La Republique du Cameroun. 
 
(9) Imposition of colonial administrators on the people of Southern Cameroons 
Agents who rule the Southern Cameroons are appointed from Yaoundé; speak only in French (the 
colonial language), disseminate government publications only in French and forbid Southern 
Cameroonians from complaining. 
 
(10) Systematic destruction of all income-generating industries in Southern Cameroons and the 
institution of Southern Cameroons dependency on La Republique du Cameroun. 
 
Throughout the period of its annexation of the Southern Cameroons, it has been the policy of 
France and La Republique du Cameroun to ruin the economy of Southern Cameroons and put her 
to waste, thus compelling total dependence of its people on La Republique du Cameroun. Notable 
examples of this policy include the Marketing Board whose 78 billion Francs reserve was 
confiscated by La Republique du Cameroun; Cameroon Bank; the Yoke Electricity Plant which La 
Republique du Cameroun closed even though the two Cameroons are today rationing electricity 
supply; all airports and wharves of Southern Cameroons and many more were closed.  With the 
exception of the petroleum plant in Victoria (SONARA), no new industry has been established in 
Southern Cameroons since its total annexation in 1972. Part of this policy has been the deliberate 
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splitting of Southern Cameroons into two and linking each only to regions of LRC.  The once-
thriving towns of Southern Cameroons like Kumba and Mamfe lie in complete waste with no 
source of employment at all. 
 
(11) Destruction of the Southern Cameroons Common Law System. 
France and La Republique du Cameroun have left the Southern Cameroons with a legal system 
with laws that cannot be amended, repealed or new laws passed.  To accomplish this aberration, 
the colonizer abolished the Southern Cameroons legislature, retrain its common law magistrates 
in French civil law schools, manipulated Southern Cameroonians to sit in LRC's parliaments as 
alibi to the destruction of what made their system work.  Meanwhile, La Republique du 
Cameroun is telling the world that "English-speaking Cameroon" has its own legal system and 
laws! With this lie, the entire Common Law system of the people of Southern Cameroons is being 
quietly destroyed! 
 
(12) Intense assimilation of the people of Southern Cameroons. 
The assimilation policy of France and La Republique du Cameroun towards the people of 
Southern Cameroons is to commit the psychological crime of destroying the identity of the people 
of Southern Cameroons and turn them into francophones as quickly as possible:- 
 
(1) Imposition of French in Southern Cameroon schools. 
 
(2) Abolition of English in the administration through a fraudulent bilingual policy. No texts exist 
to protect English as the official language of administration in the Southern Cameroons. None 
compels the colonial administrator to translate all administrative texts or protects Southern 
Cameroonians who are prejudiced by French-only texts. The idea is that it is the responsibility of 
each citizen to learn languages, English and French. The truth is that only Southern 
Cameroonians suffer from the policy since more than 98% of government business is done 
exclusively in French.  In fact, any Southern Cameroonian who learns French only makes so-
called bilingualism in the administration irrelevant since he can no longer insist to be served in 
English. 
 
(3) Imposition of LRC laws within the territory of Southern Cameroons. 
 
(4) Abolition of the legislature of Southern Cameroons has introduced there a legal system 
without a legislature to pass, amend or repeal its laws! 
 
(5) Training of Common Law judges in French schools of magistracy. 
 
(6) Imposition of French as the Instruction Language in all professional schools and as the 
exclusive Instruction and Command Language in the military. 
 
(7) No reciprocal rights whatsoever for the people of Southern Cameroons 
The following question reveals the harsh truth. 
 
What have the people of Southern Cameroons received, or could ever receive in return for losing 
their territory, autonomy/independence, economy, language and cultural identity? The pretext 
that both countries are now "one" country has enabled the colonizer to confiscate and reserve 
everything for itself while leaving nothing for the people of the Southern Cameroons.  In fact if 
anything, the people of Southern Cameroons have received worse in return: brutality, lies, 
treachery, derision, mockery, arrests, intimidation, torture, imprisonment, exile and the message 
that they can go to hell. 
 
The colonial master picks and chooses whom to employ, appoints or dismisses only on how well 
the Southern Cameroonian concerned has been assimilated, or how far they would go to 
brainwash Southern Cameroonians to accept their colonized status. The people of Southern 
Cameroons don't have the basic rights that would by international law be granted to a people 
defeated in war. Their situation resembles that of slaves, and worse than that of refugees and 
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immigrants to a foreign lands. Southern Cameroonians have rights in foreign countries they do 
not have in their own land. 
 
(8) No limit to what France and La Republique du Cameroun can do within the territory of 
Southern Cameroons: 
 
There is no limit to the powers, which La Republique du Cameroun has assumed over the 
territory and people of Southern Cameroons.  Any Union would normally have involved a 
definition of mutual rights and liabilities and set limits to what any of the parties can do. La 
Republique du Cameroun has the power of life and death over Southern Cameroons and her 
peoples. Since the people of the Southern Cameroons have been reduced to anonymous 
individuals who cannot speak as a people and as one voice in anything whatsoever, they are 
completely denied legal means of influencing policies which governs them. They are reduced by 
dictatorial means to a pitiful minority sitting as an alibi in La Republique du Cameroun's 
parliament, and since their own had been abolished, they are denied means to influence the 
constitution, the form of the State or anything whatsoever. 
 
(9) Intense and fraudulent propaganda: 
 
France, through the Yaoundé regime has misled the world into believing that there is a legal basis 
on which it rules the Southern Cameroons; that "unity" and "integration" are realities, when in 
fact it is the crime of colonization, domination and subjugation of one people by another. 
The fact is that the "joining" to achieve independence never took place because ¤5 of Resolution 
1608(XV) was never implemented. The reality is that instead of "joining" through a legal Treaty as 
the Act of Union, there was mere military occupation of Southern Cameroons by France and its 
protectorate La Republique du Cameroun. The reality remains as just a crime of colonization, 
domination, subjugation and frustration of self-determination. 
The very essence of any "joining" or union is a clear definition of mutual rights and liabilities of 
the parties to any such union. There is no document or signature testifying to any union.  For the 
people of the Southern Cameroons, there is no longer a parliament where they can discuss their 
own interests; they are denied freedom to assemble and suffer tear gas if they try; they are denied 
freedom to dissent with the whim of the colonizer regarding Southern Cameroons interest; they 
are denied freedom to challenge criminal acts of the colonizer.  And so ultimately a classic native-
versus-colonizer tension marks the relationship between the people of Southern Cameroons and 
the occupying force. 
 
THE STRUGGLE FOR LIBERATION AND THE INTERNATIONAL COMMUNITY 
 
Internal pressure on France and La Republique du Cameroun has been assumed by the following 
major movements: The Southern Cameroons National Council (SCNC); the Southern Cameroons 
Peoples Organization (SCAPO); the Southern Cameroons Youth League (SCYL); Ambazonia, and 
the Southern Cameroons Restoration Movement (SCARM). 
 
The Interim Government (IG) of the Southern Cameroons emerged from a constitutive 
International Conference which held in Minnesota USA in September of 2003. The IG has 
assumed full responsibility for representing and accelerating the liberation of the people of the 
Southern Cameroons from the brutal colonial bondage imposed by France acting as La 
Republique du Cameroun. 
 
i. Confusion arising from similarity of name: 
When many hear "Southern Cameroons", and the "Republic of Cameroun" or La Republique du 
Cameroun, they automatically assume that Southern Cameroons is the southern part of La 
Republique du Cameroun. The common last name "Cameroon" makes the confusion expected, 
but the fact is that Southern Cameroons and the La Republique du Cameroun are two distinct 
countries, with different colonial histories, different territories, different values systems, speak 
different languages and have a totally different perspectives and mind set. They were separate 
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Trust territories of the United Nations; with different mandates each having the same and equal 
rights under the same articles of the UN Charter. 
 
ii. Misperception that the conflict is the internal problem of La Republique du Cameroun: 
A dispute between two former UN Trust Territories linked by the unwise action of the UN does 
not become a domestic problem of one of the parties.  Yet this is the misperception that persists 
for many that lack the facts. 
 
iii. Misperception that the conflict is about language, minority discrimination, or a 
marginalization problem: 
The conflict between Southern Cameroons and La Republique du Cameroun is about the 
independence of Southern Cameroons, about its self-determination, and about de-colonization.  
It is not a linguistic problem or one of a minority within the same country. Southern Cameroons 
has never been a legal part of La Republique du Cameroun.  No internal or internationally 
recognized instrument ever made Southern Cameroons a legal part of La Republique du 
Cameroun. 
During his May 2000 visit to La Republique du Cameroun, UN secretary General Mr. Kofi 
Annan, prescribed dialogue between Southern Cameroons and La Republique du Cameroun 
based on the wrong assumption that they are parts of one country. They are certainly not by the 
UN's own instrument.  Colonization was never overthrown by sitting on the sidelines and calling 
for dialogue between the colonial powers and the colonized peoples. That is like calling for 
dialogue between the sheep and the wolf. The Southern Cameroons problem is par excellence a 
UN problem about colonization. Its solution is independence for the Southern Cameroons.  The 
proper role for the international community (championed by the UN or any volunteer peace-
loving country) is to contribute the same vigorous engagement it has given other de-colonization 
struggles.  Southern Cameroons colonial powers in Paris and Yaoundé are too greedy to 
voluntarily accept dialogue. 
 
iv.  The fear that assisting Southern Cameroons will be seen as interfering in the internal affairs of 
La Republique du Cameroun. As long as the Southern Cameroons is wrongly perceived as a legal 
part of La Republique du Cameroun, many countries will be discouraged from supporting its 
independence. The challenge for law-abiding countries is to get the facts and support the eviction 
of criminals; guilty of an act banned by the civilized world, from Southern Cameroons. The facts 
clearly show that the rule of La Republique du Cameroun and France over Southern Cameroons 
is colonial rule; it lacks any legal basis and must be resisted by all free peoples. 
 
v.  The wrong perception that the people of Southern Cameroons are too weak to free themselves: 
It appears as if some countries wrongly think that the voice of the people of Southern Cameroons 
is too small to be heard and therefore La Republique du Cameroun should be encouraged to stifle 
it altogether. It is unfortunate that when a people at first appears too weak to win their case, many 
countries think they will be fighting a losing battle by supporting such people, however oppressed 
they are. Some countries seems to undermine the potential of the people of Southern Cameroons 
to win their independence, and so are reluctant to commit themselves, however just the Southern 
Cameroons case is. By allowing the Southern Cameroons to the jungle law of the strong, the world 
unconsciously prepares itself for a violent future, because their problem of identity and self-
determination will not go away until they are free. 
 
vi. The thinking that the seriousness of the people of Southern Cameroons must be demonstrated 
only by violence. There are those who think that if the people of Southern Cameroons want their 
independence, they must fight for it rather than 'beg' for it through peaceful and legal means. 
Accordingly, violence must first erupt before the people of Southern Cameroons are taken 
seriously. This view is encouraged by the fact that the world pays attention only to acts of violence 
and never to those, like the people of Southern Cameroons, who believe whole-hearted in their 
cause. 
 
vii. The nature of the United Nations: 
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Unfortunately, the United Nations is a huge and very slow bureaucratic organization that tends to 
operate more like a club. Its members share in a kind of inter-state conspiracy, which makes them 
reluctant to address the problems of this nature more vigorously. The general attitude is to wait 
until things go out of hand; perhaps at a stage where everyone feels safe enough that they can no 
more be accused of promoting the disintegration of states, then they try to "help"! 
It is hard to believe that the world would seem to abet what is in effect a contemporary form of 
slavery. Now that the full facts have been laid out, it is hoped that all this confusion has been 
cleared, and that the free world will stand up, as it has done in similar cases, and assist the people 
of the Southern Cameroons free themselves from a brutal colonial subjugation far worse in 
character, intensity and pervasiveness than anything they experienced during nearly fifty years of 
British colonial rule. 
 
THE COMMONWEALTH AND THE SOUTHERN CAMEROONS STRUGGLE 
 
The attitude of the Commonwealth towards the Southern Cameroons struggle is a very peculiar 
one. La Republique du Cameroun, a French protectorate became a member of the 
Commonwealth by riding on the back of the Southern Cameroons as a former British 
administered territory. The Commonwealth on its part could extend its influence to La 
Republique du Cameroun only by virtue of the Southern Cameroons. However, once the 
Commonwealth was comfortably installed in La Republique du Cameroun, it forgot about the 
plight of the peoples of Southern Cameroons. Not once has the Commonwealth complained about 
the colonial treatment the people of Southern Cameroons are suffering; not once has it raised a 
voice to protect the fundamental right of the people of Southern Cameroons even to express 
themselves as people. Instead the Commonwealth has allied with the colonial regime in Yaoundé 
to help her completely assimilate and destroy the identity of the Southern Cameroons people! It 
does not matter to the Commonwealth that the very same reasons for which it exists, are the very 
same reasons for which the people of the Southern Cameroons are fighting to have their own 
space of existence on their God-given territory! It does not matter to the Commonwealth that the 
values it stands for are the values of Southern Cameroons also! It is as if the Commonwealth is 
only interested in helping the colonialism that La Republique du Cameroun and France are 
hiding under. 
 
The people of Southern Cameroons appeal to the conscientious members of the Commonwealth 
not to betray the debt they owe the people of Southern Cameroons! Like the Commonwealth and 
the Francophonie, the people of Southern Cameroons also need their own space of existence on 
earth. They were not made to be eternally ruled by foreigners inside their own God-given land. 
What makes the Commonwealth think that the people of the Southern Cameroons deserve no 
assembly in which they can discuss the problems that are peculiar to them? How can the 
Commonwealth celebrate itself in La Republique du Cameroun, when the people on whose name 
it got into that country are all prisoners and can never express their own culture and what is dear 
to them? 
As far as this Struggle goes, it is useful to recall the position of the colonizer and the perceived 
attitude of the international community. 
 

1. Position of La Republique du Cameroun(LRC) 
 

At various times LRC has held that the aborted process of "independence by joining" gave it the 
Southern Cameroons.  Thus, for LRC "independence by joining" means no more than 
"colonization by joining, subjugation by joining, self-extinction by joining, assimilation by joining, 
death sentence by joining" To LRC, the plebiscite was but an exercise in self-extinction through 
which the people of the Southern Cameroons passed a death sentence on themselves.  
Accordingly, they are absolutely entitled to nothing in return for losing their statehood, territory, 
self-determination, independence, identity, and way of life and all else. LRC is encouraged in this 
view by the fact that neither the United Nations nor the UK who initiated the process have so far 
been concerned with the fate of the Southern Cameroons and have in fact so far regarded the 
problem as the domestic affair of LRC. 
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How else can the world explain their loss of statehood, territory, self-determination, 
independence, identity, culture and all else? LRC interprets the silence of both the UN and the 
UK, the two who initiated this disaster as complicity. Encouraged by the pervasive perception that 
the UN will address only conflict that pose immediate threat to peace, LRC has framed Southern 
Cameroons liberation efforts as criminal secession attempts deserving arrest, imprisonment, 
torture, intimidation and death.  LRC's impunity to date suggests that they are right, which is a 
shame to the international community.  And so LRC has replied not to one of more than 40 
petitions by groups and individuals of Southern Cameroons. 
 

2. The rest of the international community 
 

Many countries recognize Southern Cameroons independence problem, judging by grants of 
political asylums to Southern Cameroonians fleeing persecution for insurgent activities.  However 
other countries remain unacquainted with facts about the two Cameroons.  We understand their 
confusion to arise from the following facts. 
 
INTERNATIONAL INSTRUMENTS PROTECTING THE PEOPLE AND STATE OF 
SOUTHERN CAMEROONS 

 
The case for the restoration of the Statehood of Southern Cameroons is fully backed by 
instruments of international law. The aggressor has counted simply on the undeclared rule of the 
international community that only by violence and the threat of war can oppressed peoples put 
their problem on the agenda of the United Nations. Since the people of Southern Cameroons 
have, in compliance with the United Nations Charter, appealed for the peaceful resolution of the 
conflict through legal and diplomatic means, that approach has only pleased the occupying force 
even more, as she believes no one will pay attention to the problem because it poses no immediate 
threat to peace.  The following are some of the instruments giving the Southern Cameroons and 
her people full protection from colonization. 
 
(1) African Charter on Human and Peoples Rights: 
 
(a) Article 19: "All peoples shall be equal; they shall enjoy the same respect and have the same 
rights. Nothing shall justify the domination of a people by another." 
(b) Article 20(1): "All peoples shall have the right to existence. They shall have the unquestionable 
and inalienable right to self-determination. They shall freely determine their political status and 
shall pursue their economic and social development according to the policy they have freely 
chosen." 
(c) Article 20 (2): "Colonized or oppressed peoples shall have the right to free themselves from the 
bonds of domination by resorting to any means recognized by the international community." 
 
(2) Internationally recognized borders of the Southern Cameroons: 
 
(a) International boundary between the Southern Cameroons and LRC 
The separate Trusteeship Agreements for Southern Cameroons and for LRC gave each of them a 
distinct legal personality in international law. Article 1 of the British Mandate defined the 
territory covered by the Mandate and attached to it the Milner-Simon Declaration of 10th July 
1919. Article 1 of the Trusteeship system converted the mandated territory to Trust Territory 
without any modification in the borders. Boundary agreements were reached between Britain and 
France to demarcate the international boundary between the two Trust Territories. The most 
notable one was the Franco-British Treaty of 9 January 1931. 
(b) The principle of uti possedetis juris 
(Cairo Declaration, 1964; and AU Constitutive Act, Article 4 (b)) 
This principle consecrates the idea that the boundaries of each state are taken to be those that 
were in existence at the time of its attaining independence. A resolution to this effect was adopted 
at the first OAU Summit, which took place in Cairo in 1964. It declared that: 
"... All member states are committed to respecting the boundaries which were in existence at the 
time they attained independence." 
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The African Union Constitutive Act of 11 July 2000 at Lome, Togo, has also reaffirmed the 
principle in its Article 4 (b). Given that LRC and Southern Cameroons developed on parallel lines 
under different Trusteeship Agreements and attained their respective independence on separate 
dates, the principle holds true for all parties concerned. 
 
(3) UN Charter Article 76(B): 
 
It states: "The basic objective of the trusteeship system in accordance with the purpose of the 
United Nations laid down in Article 1 of the present Charter shall be to promote the political, 
economic, social, and educational advancement of the inhabitants of the trust territories, and 
their progressive development towards self-government or independence as may be appropriate 
to the particular circumstances of each territory and its peoples..." 
The circumstances of Southern Cameroons were particularly suitable for independence given its 
political maturity. It was by far more mature, democratic and stable than La Republique du 
Cameroun. It deserved nothing short of independence like the one LRC "achieved". Through the 
experiment in "independence by joining" the Southern Cameroons neither achieved 
independence nor self-government; its status was in fact diminished, contrary to Article 76 (B) of 
the UN Charter. 
 
(4) UN Resolution 1514 of 12 December 1960: 
 
The UN-organized plebiscite in Southern Cameroons was a violation of this resolution, which was 
passed just 3 months before the Plebiscite was organized. The resolution proclaims the right to 
unconditional independence, freedom and self-determination to all Trust Territories and non-self 
governing peoples. It solemnly proclaimed: 
"... the necessity of bringing to a speedy and unconditional end to colonialism in all its forms and 
manifestations", and in ¤5 declared that "Immediate steps shall be taken in Trust Territories, 
Non-self governing territories or all other territories which have not yet attained independence, to 
transfer all powers to the peoples of those territories without any conditions or reservations in 
accordance with their freely expressed will and desire without any distinction as to race, creed or 
color, in order to enable them enjoy complete independence and freedom." 
 
(5) UN Resolution 1608 (XV) ¤5 of 21 April 1961: 
 
It is the implementation of this Resolution that was to formalize the Union between Southern 
Cameroons and LRC. It is unthinkable that two peoples could come together without any Act of 
Union and in complete informality. Its non-implementation means that no Union in fact was 
formed but only some kind of informal association. Paragraph 5: "Invites the Administering 
Authority, the Government of the Southern Cameroon and the La Republique du Cameroun to 
immediately engage in talks in view of taking, before 1 October 1961, necessary measures for the 
implementation of policies agreed on and declared by the parties concerned". 
This resolution would have worked out a Union Treaty! Unfortunately, it was never implemented 
and is still awaiting implementation up till today. In the absence of a Union Treaty, we are faced 
with the reversal of the de-colonization process in the Southern Cameroons. 
 
(6) UN Charter Article 102 (2): 
 
It States: "Every Treaty and every international agreement entered into by any member of the 
United Nations after the present Charter comes into force shall as soon as possible be registered 
with the Secretariat and published by it." 
Consequently, if La Republique du Cameroun claims the existence of any Union Treaty between 
itself and Southern Cameroons, it would need to prove it only by showing that it complied with 
UN Charter article 102(2). Without that, it cannot show how it came to have any say in the 
Southern Cameroons. 
 
(7)Resolution 2625 (XXV) of 24 October 1970: 
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This resolution bars La Republique du Cameroun from its policy of force and annexation in the 
Southern Cameroons and prevents it from laying any legal claim over the territory of the Southern 
Cameroons: It states: "Every State has the duty to refrain from any forcible action which deprives 
peoples referred to in the elaboration of the principle of equal rights and self-determination, of 
their right to self-determination and freedom and independence." 
"No territorial acquisition resulting from the threat or use of force shall be recognized as legal." 
Since the presence of LRC in Southern Cameroons is not based on any instrument of 
International Law, this Resolution bars its recognition. 
 
THE CLAIMS OF THE PEOPLE OF SOUTHERN CAMEROONS 
We the people of Southern Cameroons hold that: 
 
(1) It is immaterial now who or what is to blame for the occupation and colonization of the 
Southern Cameroons by France operating as La Republique du Cameroun. Whatever were the 
mistakes or calculations of the UK, France/LRC, the UN or the people of Southern Cameroons, 
the people of Southern Cameroons are fully entitled to correct those mistakes in light of their 
fundamental and inalienable rights as a People and as individual human beings, and to become 
part of the free world in which they can live in peace in accordance with the Charter of the United 
Nations and the protection of International Law. 
 
(2) There is not one single instrument of international law by which one people can justify its 
domination of another people, and in particular, by which La Republique du Cameroun, a former 
UN Trust Territory, can justify its unconditional colonial rule of the Southern Cameroons, 
another former UN Trust Territory of the same status as LRC. 
 
(3) The people of Southern Cameroons are a separate and distinct people from the people of La 
Republique du Cameroun. They have a separate colonial history, a separate state-culture, a 
separate and different language, a different perception of life, a different way of life; a separate 
and distinct territory with internationally recognized borders, a separate vision of state and state 
affairs, a different identity and consequently a different destiny. Like all other peoples, the people 
of Southern Cameroons love their Southern Cameroons just as much as the people of France/LRC 
love their own country, and aspire to safeguard their identity, secure their own space of existence, 
defend their territory, develop it, nurse it and bequeath it to their own posterity. 
 
(4) The same tokens by which France/LRC are sovereign States and rule themselves are exactly, 
mutatis mutandis, the same by which the Southern Cameroons claims its own suppressed 
sovereignty, to rule itself and have its seat among the community of nations. There is not one 
reason, which gives France/LRC a right to rule itself and to cross its international boundaries and 
rule the Southern Cameroons. 
 
(5) No one can claim a greater right to the Southern Cameroons than the people of Southern 
Cameroons! The Southern Cameroons is the only space of existence on planet earth, which 
belongs to the people of Southern Cameroons. Only there, can they freely breathe their own air 
and feel protected and secure. The people of France/La Republique du Cameroun whose territory 
the people of Southern Cameroons are not disputing can certainly not claim it 
 
(6) The people of the Southern Cameroons seek no conflict with their neighbor, France/LRC; they 
claim nothing, which is legally that of France/LRC. All they ask is for the international community 
to hear their case and to assist them in the re-establishment of what is rightfully theirs. 
 
(7) The people of Southern Cameroons do not believe that the UN or the international community 
is an agent of colonization and subjugation of one people by another. It is the firm belief of the 
people of Southern Cameroons that by challenging the universally banned evil of subjugation and 
colonization, they are helping the United Nations to uphold the lofty principles on which it was 
founded, and to build a more stable and peaceful world based on justice for all peoples and states, 
big and small. 
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It would be a crime against humanity for the people of Southern Cameroons to yield to 
intimidation and pretend to be capable of accepting the grave evil of colonization because of the 
free reign of terror, which is now imposed on them with impunity by the colonial masters in Paris 
and Yaoundé. 
 


